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EVER SINCE WE FOUNDED X-FACTOR, 

OUR LIVES HAVE BEEN COMINATED, 
OUR TASK DEFINED--IN MUCH THE SAME 
WAY THAT THE X-MEN‘'S WERE BY 
MAGNETO-- BY A SINGLE MALEVOLENT 


HIS ACTIONS 
MORE THAN 
rapt TO THE 


FINAL, FLEETING F 
MOMENT OF 
GLORY-- 


BETTER’N 
YOU HAVE TRIED, 
BUSTER, BUT WE'RE 
STILL HERE AND 
STILL FIGHTING! = 
Sy/_UNFORTUNATELY, 
YOUR BRAVADO, YOUR FATE -- IN- 
ICEMAN, \3 MOST DEED, THAT OF 
ADMIRABLE. A ALL THE FABLED 
TRULY FITTING EPI- 7WELVE-- WAS 
TAPH FOR BOTH YOU SEALED THE MO- 
AND YOUR MENT YOu 
COMPEERS. BREACHED MY INSTRUMENT OF THAT 
CITADEL. ULTIMATE OBLITERATION 
IS NONE OTHER THAN THE J 
INNOCENT YOU'VE COME 


INFANT SON, 
NATHAN 
CHRISTOPHER ! 
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NIETZSCHE WROTE,"WHAT- |= 

EVER DOES NOT KILL ME 

MAKES ME STRONGER.’ IN 

THE WORLD APOCALYPSE 
REAMS OF, ONLY THE 

STRONG SURVIVE, AND 

THE VERY STRONGEST 

RULE. 
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FROM THE FIRST, I'VE 


12 = Wy 
WW SUSPECTED THIS ENTIRE i Wee TEE aS y : i; [I 
S Gacy EVER Clee WE Ye] APOCALYPSE WANTS IT, i yf _ANSTEAD CHOOSING TO | 
ei STARTED OUR ATTACK, é BECAUSE IN SOME Hl > STRIKE THROUGH HIS IN- 
VE BEEN CERTAIN OF ff \( MANNER HE iodides us. & HUMAN SURROGATES, HIS 
IT. \ Ze 


LATEST BAND OF FLUNKIES, 
THE RIDERS OF THE 
STORM. 


Wik Z HIMSELF, HE STILL REFLISES 
A TO CONFRONT US DIRECTLY... [> 
Yj S ZS 
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7 = REMEMBER : . 
LY HOW WE FOUGHT } 
) BY WHILCE PORTACIOGS TIM LEE PLOT @ CHRIS CLAREMONT SCRIPT 
WHILCE PORTACIO PENCILS @ ART THIBERT INKS ®@ MICHAEL HEISLER LETTERS 
DANA MORESHEAD coLoRS @ BOB HARRAS EDITOR @ TOM DEFALCO EDITOR IN CHIEF 
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BELIEVED TO BE A DOZEN MG 
KEY MUTANTS WHO’LL PROVE 
INSTRUMENTAL TO THE 

SURVIVAL OF HOMO SAPIENS 
SUPERIOR. 


I’M ON THE LIST. 

SO ARE MORE THAN 
A FEW OF X-FACTOR, 
AND THE X-MEN 
AS WELL. 


ARCHANGEL TAKES 
‘| SOME HITS FROM 
Z| GAUNTLET'S WEAP- 
G4 ONS, BUT THERES BN 
LITTLE HARM DONE... & 


‘ Pl l ICEMAN AND BEAST HAVE 
Vhddhd AN \\ DIAI> FLATTENED TWo OF TUSKS 
vad ; : ; : \ “iy LESSER TRIAD. 


y, 
Lh 
11 SAVE TO MAKE 
WARREN MAD. 
LOSING YOUR Ve 
ICH ft 


TOUCH, 
APOCALYPSE? LG 


CREATIONS SURE 
AIN'T WHAT THEY 
USED TO BE. 


WHERE'S THE WILDCARD, 
APOCALYPSE'S ACE (N 
THE HOLE ? 


MY QUESTION'S NO 
SOONER ASKED, 
THAN ANSWERED. 
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EVIDENTLY, HE'S BEEN 
PLAYING WITH HER HEAD, 
BRAINWASHING HER -- 
ASH 


* \ ‘ 
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NO SURPRISE THEN, 
MY REACTION WHEN 
SHE'S STRUCK DOWN. 
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we AXS\y\\f PISTRACTION. 
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SUCH A SHAME 

YOU'D FORGOTTE 

MY SWEET SISTER, } 
CRYSTAL... 


THE NATURAL 
ELEMENTS, 


O 
[Ss Apres 


SS es eee OT 
RS) \ qi! UD 
Wixi AN) a 
wy he NING I 
MY FIRST AWARENESS i : \( 


IS MY HEAD ROUND- 


ING FIT TO BURST. 
ALL 
WE'RE ALL 
PRISONERS. 
STRANGE AS IT SEEMS, 


EVERYTHING'S GOING 
ACCORDING TO PLAN. 


INN 
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TAUGHT YOU 
BETTER. 


», BUT YOU NEVER ‘Vi 
ONCE UGHT TO JG 
QUESTION WHY? 48 
{j 
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WHEAT, THE WEAK 
ROM THE STRONG,, 


FROM YOUR STRENGTH, Hs f pS THE FLAMES OF YOUR --GO DO MINE BURN 
FROM YOUR LIFEFORCE,,, EXISTENCE GUTTER TOWARD BRIGHTER AND HOTTER 
, EXTINCTION... THAN THE STARS! 


FOR TOO LONG 
HAVE TI LIVED IN EXILE, 
DENIED MY RIGHTFUL AT LAST, THANKS 
PLACE IN THE CELESTIAL TOYOU,T WILL 
PANTHEON, 


VENGEANCE THROUGHOUT 
THE INFINITE REACHES OF 
SPACE AND EVEN TIME 

ITSELF AGAINST THOSE 
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pay ALL I CAN HEAR | 
IS MY SON, CRYING 
HiS HEART OUT. 
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TO ME, IT DOESN'T 
MATTER IF THE 
STAKES ARE THE 
LIFE OF THE 
UNIVERSE... 


j 
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Ascot CH 
se WHOSE LIFE-- THROUGH NO FALILT 
OF HIS OWN -- HAS BECOME AN 
AWFUL, ENPLESS NIGHTMARE. We 


AN 


paid WHY IL BECAME 


YCLOPS, ANO LED FIRST 
THE X-MEN AND NOW 1 THAT MY REASON FOR 


i Be BEING, LIKE MY FRIENDS 
pitas BESIDE ME, LIKE ALL OF ’ 
Us WHO CAME To XAVIER'S ae | 


-- THAT'S THE L SCHOOL FOR GIFTED PEOPLE LIKE NATE 
ARES FROM Peores- YOUNGSTERS ... ae FROM PEOPLE LIKE 
SOR X..- = —— el 


WHILE WE OF | gigzggromecunnrcmes-e ree 


X-FACTOR x OUR ERSTWHILE ALLIES-- BLACK BOLT AND HIS FELLOW = = 
WENT AFTER | fa MEMBERS OF THE INHUMAN ROYAL FAMILY (ALONG WITH 
APOCALYPSE... ARCHANGEL'S LADY FRIEND, SGT: CHARLOTTE JONES OF 
- “R) THE NEW YORK POLICE DEPARTMENT )-- WERE BUSY FREE- - 
ING THE REST OF THEIR PEOPLE FROM THE CITADEL'S 
THAT DONE, SLAVE PENS. 


may THEY CAME 
TO OUR 
RESCUE. / 


EVER SINCE OUR FIRST 
ENCOUNTER, I'VE BEEN 
STUDYING APOCALYPSE -- 
AS I DO ALL Our FOES, 
NO MATTER HOW MINOR 
CANOTHER OF PROFES- 
SOR XAVIER'S LESSONS, 
HONED BY OCCASIONALLY 
BITTER EXPERIENCE) -- 
TRYING TO LEARN AS 
MUCH AS POSSIBLE 

HOW HE THINKS. 
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THE BETTER TO BE Noo buf 

AT LEAST A MOVE : g ; 

AHEAD OF HIM. : OCP o Z 
I'D HAVE SET THIS as A TRAP |7Z7 
SO IT SEEMED PRUDENT FROM lyse _. ITA UNFORTUNATELY, 
THE START TO PLANON THE JUST BECAUSE 
ASSUMPTION THAT IT WAS. y A PLAN COMES 


1 BRILLIANTLY 


+ \S3 NO GUARANTEE | BLACK BOLT-- j WE HAVE lo MAGAIFICENT! YOU ARE 
SUCCESS. Qi tocwt HIM fa N. INDEED THE MOST 
y —= ‘ --THOSE LOOSE! B WORTHY FOES, 
IRS" SS CONDUITS ARE a ra ; 
ae ; RE-ENERGIZING BS c: 
, APOCALYPSE ! > ¥ 
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WHAT A SIGHT-- TO BEHOLD THE 
CHOSEN'S FAMILY IN ACTION. TO ME 
AND MINE, THEY ARE BLT LEGENDS, 
IMAGES SCATTERED ACROSS BRO- 
KEN SHARDS OF RACIAL MEMORY, 
THE STUFF OF BEDTIME SLEEPY: 

STORIES. ; 


FLESH AND BLOOD! J 
AS REAL AS ONCE 
I was! 
SO MUCH TO WEIGH 
IN THE BALANCE. SO 
LITTLE ON WHICH TO 


pf ‘ I HAVE TOO LITTLE 
<a P a a. ENERGY LEFT, I CAN- 
1S THIS THE 4 i] f NOT AFFORD A 
PATH OF HISTORY eet J MISTAKE. 
THAT LEADS TO THE 
I AM THE LAST 
dl HOPE OF MY AGE. 
A DIFFERENT ONE THAT 4 a) yi | \ THE SACRIFICE OF 4 
\ ~ MY PEOPLE -- AND 
MYSELF -- MUST 
NOT BE WASTED. 
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MY PHYSICALITY, 
LINDERGOING TERM/- WSS 
NAL DISCORPORATION ! B 


/S INERT, YOU MAY < 
SAFELY REMOVE THE 
CHOSEN. 


yp Cr CS ee & 
: EZ eas 
J “SPIRITS OF LIGHT A a 
GRANT ME SUBSTANCE 
7 1 ENOUGH TO THROW 
ay HIM CLEAR | 
Ss aoe 
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BUT HURRY, KINSMAN, 
LEST APOCALYPSE SOME - 


D HOW PO HIM FURTHER 
. HARM ! 


WHAT'S THIS, 
A NEW PLAYER YZ 
IN THE GREAT 
GAME? 


THAT'S THE 
WONDER OF 
MUTANTS, EVERY 

TIME A BODY 


aa 
INHUMANS AND X-FACTOR, WTI ‘Al 
WE'RE ALL HITTING HM (ih, CR «ge eta 
WITH EVERYTHING WE'VE [i \ ; i 
GOT -- POWERS AND ital d = 
WEAPONS-- Fe 


ei oe 
1 NN 
\ Nate 


-- WITHOUT 
HAVING THE 
SLIGHTEST 
EFFECT. 


ww \N EVERY PREVIOUS 
ENCOUNTER-- WHEN HE WAS MORE 
OUR SIZE -- APOCALYPSE WAS THE 
CONSUMMATE SHAPE -CHANGER, 
MANIFESTING ANY MARTIAL ABILI- 
| TY NECESSARY TO TIP THE BALANCE 
IN HIS FAVOR. 


NOW, THOUGH, HE'S USING J 
THE BLUNDERBUSS AP- 


US WITH MASSIVE BEAMS 
OF ENERGY. 


DEMONSTRATING 
HIS UNMATCHABLE 
SUPREMACY. 
OR, POSGIBLY, AN — 
ATTEMPT ON HIS 
PART TO MASK AN 
ACHILLES HEEL. 


TRICK 1S, ASSUMING I'M RIGHT, 
TO FIND IT AND EXPLOIT |T 
WHILE WE'RE STILL ABLE. 


ZI AM CHARTING ANOMALOUS 
BIO- READINGS FROM THE BOY 
ON A BASIC CELLULAR LEVEL. 


I CONCUR, BEAST. MY SENSOR ARRAY-- 
SUCH AS IT IS IN MY MOST MINIMAL 
Vv STATE --/S ESPECIALLY ATTLINED TO 


a j “ YOLING NATHAN’S RESONANCES. 
Y = ~ ig 
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HANK, SOMETHING'S WRONG! 


CAN YOU 
BE MORE 
SPECIFIC, 


WAS HE HURT 
BY THE ENERGY 
BACKFLASH THAT 
HIT-- WHAT WAS 
HER NAME-- 
ASKANI ? 


Lp 


KNOW 7 JEAN, 
ARE YOU SCANNING 
Oh \ 7ELEPATHICALLY? 


WS 


NO. AT LEAST -- yf EMOTIONS ¥ 

IT 1S A PROGRESSIVE DEGRADATION 
NOT IN ANY WA 
Pe eepeoe Y Y ie KNOW ARE OF THE COHESIVE STRUCTURE OF 


HIB FLINDAMENTAL DNA MATRIX, AS 
APOCALYPSE INFECTED ME, GO, 
TOO, DID HE POIGON THE CHILD. 


IN EFFECT, HIS CELLS ARE LOSING 
THE ABILITY TO REPLICATE THEM- 
SELVES. AS THE ClL/RRENT GEN- 

ERATION OF CELLS REACHES THE 
TERMINAL POINT OF ITS LIFESPAN, 
THERE ARE NO NEW CELLS TO RE- 
PLACE THEM. 


ENCED BEFORE. THIS AREN'T ME... 


MINIMAL PROBABILITY OF SLICCESS 
IN EITHER ENPEAVOR, EVEN ASSUM- 
ING SUFFICIENT TIME REMAINED TO 
MAKE THE ATTEMPT. ANY SUCH 
HEALING PROCESS IS BEYOND THE 
CAPACITY OF CURRENT TERRESTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGY. 


KINSMAN, PLEASE -- 
LI CAN SAVE THE 

CHOSEN! THAT WAS 
WHY I WAS SENT. 


7 
1G SHE TELLING THE BLAST BLAST 
TRUTH 7 CAN WE AFFORD 


7-- WHERES MY CURSED TELEP- 
TO TRUST HER? CAN WE 


LAS “ I COULDN'T SAVE 

ATHY WHEN IT'S REALLY NEEDED? ONE DECENT PSIPROBE ANNIE RICHARDSON. 
WOULD GIVE US ALL OUR ANSWERS BUT ALL I GET ARE MY BEST FRIEND WAS 
AFFORD NOT TO? GHOST FLASHES THAT IT HALF WONDER ARE MY HURT AND BECAUSE I 
i IMAGINATION ! DION’T KNOW ANY BET- 
TER ALL I COULD pO 

WAS SIT INSIDE 
HER HEAD AND WATCH 

HER DIE. 


I CAN'T 
EVEN (0 THAT 
TH YO 

IM TOTALLY 
HEADBLAIY/E/¢ 


NEAT LITTLE 
TRICK , KIDDO, 
YANKING ME OUT 


SO MUCH RAW POWER, 
BUT LINTALKGHT AND 


CER THATS DESTROYING 
; YOUR CELLS. 


18 THAT WHY YOU 
BROUGHT ME HERE, 1O 
LINK WITH YOU -- MY 


PLISH A PSIONIC 
HEALING YOU CAN'T 
HANCLE ON YOUR 

OWN? 


ai 
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NY at 

x —e THIS IS A CHILD'S VISION OF veelN HE DOES NOT SEE THE AS 

DY\ REALITY --IN SOME WAYS, WONDER- OTHERS, THREAT TO HIMSELF AS WITHOUT, 
BA FULLY FANCIFUL... PAINFULLY A VIRUS. HE PERSON/- 

WITHIN. 


SS 


a FALL BEFOR! 
POCALYPSE- f 
RIME... 


“FORALL THAT OCCURS 
ON A PSYCHIC BATTLEFIELD 
RATHER THAN A PHYSICAL } 
: ONE. 


a 


ANY VILLAIN'S HEART SWELL 
WITH TRIUMPH. 


LIKE SO MANY, FRIENDS |i 
AS WELL AS FOES, 
APOCALYPSE THINKS OF 
us 4S INDIviouALS.  |Y 

i »\ 


iB NAUGHT BUT 
A HISTORY! JEAN SHOULD WIN AN OSCAR 
SS FOR HER PERFORMANCE. 
SN N THE PICTURE OF GIRLISH 
TERROR, , GUARANTEED © MAKE 
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i( Dy ove 
t+ Zs TIME, I SUSPECT, 
meal fi Tie, i Se 
ad RE é 
If 
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Gust BECAUSE JEAN'S OUR ONLY YJ 

PSI- TALENT DOESN'T MEAN SHE'S 

THE ONLY ONE OF US ABLE TO 

ACT ON THE ASTRAL PLANE- : 

BD 

WHILE SHE KEPT THIS fa) V 
APOCALYPSE AVATAR. 
OCCUPIED, SHE USED 


NATHAN'S POWER TO 
REACH OUT AND GRAB 
HERSELF AN ALLY. 


SHE CHOSE ME BECAUSE, 

IN A LOT OF WAYS, I’M 

ESSENTIALLY SIMPATICO 
LOVE 


TO THEM BOTH -- MY 
AND MY SON-- 


ALONG TIME AGO, IT IN 


FOUGHT ON THE ASTRAL FM 
: PLANE TO SAVE HER. ‘ 
> yy aa. 
| I ‘ 19 y L' 
¢ BN —— 4 
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VY I WASN'T SURE EN 
p= TO EXPECT. BLAZING IN| | VISIONS IMAGERY LIVES THAT WERE ARE YET 10 BE MIGHT 


me MY MIND BE NEVER HAVE A CHANCE JUMBLE- BANGING SHRIEKING 
SCREAMING MY DEAR LORD JEAN HOW DO YOU STAND IT 
ALL THE NOISE BLAZING BLIRNING STARSONG 


I'M HERE, 
SCOTT. 


BESIDE YOUR 


BODY, 
I'M STILL INSIDE 
YOUR MIND WITH 
NATHAN. 


DON'T 7 
FIGHT WHAT'S 
HAPPENING. J 


ML MAL LTTTTAS 

FLASHES OF REALITY 
MEMORIES SO KEEN 
THEY CUT ME TO THE 


HARD TO TELL WHATS MINE, WHAT'S 
JEAN'S, WHAT'S NATHAN 'S, THERE'S 
NO SINGLE ESSENTIAL ME ANY 
LONGER, BUT A MERGENCE INTO A 
GESTALT, A COHERENT WHOLE, ALL 
OF US TOGETHER, THE FAMILY T/VE 
ALWAYS DREAMED OF. 


Z Za, eH 
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THE EYES, IT'S 
SAID, ARE THE 
WINDOWS TO 

THE SOUL. 


I COULDN'T BETTER THAN BEFORE. 


I SHOULD CHECK THE DEBRIS, IN OUR LINE OF WORK, VILLAINS-- AND OCCASIONALLY 
L soya TO MAKE SURE HE'S BUT FRANKLY, HEROES -- ALWAYS SEEM TO COME BACK, BIGGER AND 
je g 


I SPENT PRECIOUS 
LITTLE TIME WITH 
MY SON FOR SO 
MUCH OF HIS YOUNG 


CIFE. THE LEAST I CAN 
DO IS GIVE HIM MY 
FULL ATTENTION 
AT ITS END. 


I THOUGHT, THE LINK WE SHARED, THE 
BY DEFEATING POWER HE GAVE ME, ITS ONLY 
APOCALYPSE... MADE THINGS WORSE. 


HE USED 
UP ALMOST 
ALL HIS 
STRENGTH. 


I CAN PROBABLY 
BARELY SENSE FOR THE BEST. 
HIM. HE WON'T WHATEVER'S HAPPENING 
EVEN LET ME ee is TO YOUR TELEPATHIC 
BACK IN TO : ; POWERS, YOU DON’T HAVE 
HELP HIM : 2 a SUFFICIENT CONTROL TO 
FIGHT ! : a ./ | ee PROTECT YOURSELF 
7 Z FROM HIS PASSING. 


YOU WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO PULL 


OUT OF HIS HEAD, 
Sa YOu'D DIE 
WITH HIME 


I HAVE INTERMERGED 1 BUT I REGRET TO SAY 
MY SUBSTANCE WITH I HAVE MERELY POST- 
NATHAN'S, MY FRIENDS PONED THE INEVITABLE. 


THERES A COLOR 
TO SHIP'S WORDS 
THAT MAKES PLAIN 
TO US ALL THAT 
HE HAS NO INTEN- 
TION OF SAVING 
HIMSELF. 


ANO I HEAR THE ECHO OF GHOSTLY 
LAUGHTER, A LAST VESTIGE OF 
APOCALYPSE CHORTLING DELIGHTEDLY 
AS OUR VICTORY TURNS TO ASHES 
ABOUT LS. 


AN? THEN I HEAR ANOTHER VOICE, A SCRAP 
OF CONVERSATION CAUGHT AMIDST THE HELTER- 
SKELTER OF BATTLE. AND T GRAG FOR IT LIKE 

A DROWNING MAN MAKING A LAST, DESPERATE 
EFFORT TOWARDS A DISTANT SHORE: 


APL 
BEYOND. WHERE HE WILL 
BE CHERISHED. 
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FORGIVE ME, KINSMAN, 
BUT /F THOSE WORDS 
NOT BELIEVED, WHY SHOULD PR 


ANY OTHER ? 


YOu KEEP 
Eq SAYING 
“KINGMAN” ] WE SHARE THE SAME BIRTH- 
WORLD. MY LINE, AS YOURS, 
CLAIMS THE HERITAGE OF " 
: J SAPIENS.” IN THAT SMALL SENSE, 
( ‘ / WE ARE ALL FAMILY. 


\ S SO - WHEN HES 
\ 4 \ 3 \ — _ CURED, YOU'LL 
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tt had to happen! t's one of the most 
eh ape 


it started . . 
8 Comet 
Chae tose of frantic 


— cop 3g—aiodks 


daeaes ie aha with a tow cnet 


comicbook freaks and we came up with a 
dynamite idea . . 
jonvene who owns a video cassette 
layer will now have a opportun- 
to see and about the world's most 
lar comicbook creators! I'm planning 
to interview most of the top talents in the 
biz in a series of collector's-item videos, 
which you'll be able to get at you revere 
comicbook shop or video store! 


°8 “How does Tom DeFalco manage to In fact, by the time you read this, the first 
1 pervise so many titles?” or “is it true that two videos may already be on sale! Were 
Chris Claremont's really a mutant?” etc. It calli the series “THE COMICBOOK 
e seems that readers can't get \TS.” Each video will be an in-depth, 
‘9® mation about their full-length interview with ane of comic- 
i ; since | always aim to please, | Tay Osos exactly how your fare 
Sf ——$ $< reg 
46° 9); Wy, so those young salbarags up 
8 at Marvel Comics thought it would be a hoot to 
eo hw sanddpnemad Uy wiletamnils 
t Bullahip Barnacles Page. ido} puroly al 
0B random, toy sl me, Why Phe, bbe 
cA wnt of Pie Po that well brown photo 
oO) journalist ince making wheatcahos isnt tabing : ; 
° up all my time anymore, SI accepted the j.b thy oth ny TZ atid 
ob bln kT TaD — a inal ld a 
lo book since the was weari gasping for air! 
F Lager) * (cll, Si io'ts Mase shegel etl 
| They told me J could write about whatever lopic, Vow, where was 9? Oh, yes, tho Marvel 
ii shrach my , bail dene th 5 beets some: Time Since shi trip. Ht took place in March. About twenty 
Qo Sie had my struck, I thought Id tell you Marvel sons headed up to the Berkshires in 
& abou! my trip into the city two months bach Iwas Wiest Massachusetts, where they had a sociable, 
1 = through ing for that clean, exporionce together. HY seoms 
Go woot I need to knit some new swoaters, and when four Marvel saff people ans Saved 
4 9 seus that nice young Werk uhois  Wossoff, Kob Soban Kevin Kobasis, and 
releee Pelee Mos Tegmant b. te Calin 
1 Mr wes helag video camens, and Goals, Celt gihel cal baal 
- ue ri somthing he cabled the Wlarel fends with thd 
ws ULo Of course, sbiing season ts far behind ws, and 
So The video will be shown at all the majoe wore now enlering inlo warmer weather, 40 you 
“aR cons cosa ha gon aad will feature aff naw what that moans. Yes, ils time to start up a 
2 your favorite Mlervel edttors talring abou! their nsw season of bridge tournaments. 9 understand 
( upcoming projects. Bat heres the peachy part —— ce ao lig ofall nan wo you can be 
hours $0 a their pigskin and preparing another big year 
% bes, a ahd will be seen Young Cian Shotaich, who last year "Ld 
ty Asda ds Mlasuck to one of thatr fest wianing seasons in 
| re Golf iy en years, doos not bnow if hes going to manage the 
=< will by one ot Teoma Ian agate 9 would they Len of ke bh 
hye ~. comle we th The responsibilities of the position bob bbe 
2 TOXK. they ce cantributed to his premature hair less, the 
! das proce boy... f 
8° avabanc of Maral waplyeslarding a bus ‘What shal Oh-Allright Sie bon bed 
> fre a big shi trip. Now, I eae de to mention some comic book conventions. New, 
yrars, Hough in my doy, J was a ham. myself, Ive never been to such a thing, but 9 do 
o) berger,” as say. I ak attend a couple of bahe-offs every year and J 
Bde Sell By ey nae Sepa eter! 


» and body 


eal comics. J have a prize. 


Come over sometins, wel SY aioe gaia tails. “8 r 
aa shee aed Teepe Belg a 


will include Chris pel Merk Lagley 
Sn DeSale, and Werk Crensald 
The San Diego Comicon is uly 4-7. You lo 
may write PO, Bos 128458, San 
92112-8258, or call (619) 491.2089, if you of 
wish. Gussts include Sim alee, Chris Claremont, | 
‘hub Key, Dalian Nene and 2a Kou do 
The Manta Comics Expo is uly 12.1,“ 
White Bos 47696, Atlanta, GA 30362, or 4 
call (404) 925-2813 for details, ifyoure 8° 
of 0 mind. Guests include Frank Will, M 
Ub amin, Mark Bagley, sagen Vansant, 2 
Ted WiKeeve, Bob Harwas, and Tory % 
©) 
Ke Dalls Fenty Furs uly 19.21. &% 
Wie PO. Bx s20%88, Dalts, IX | 
75382, o call’ (214) 250-4305 if you want to oy 
brow more. Gussts includ Corl Letts, Whe 
Kechuits, Ken Fens and Mob bar a 
The Mats Fealasy Shiris uly 26-28. 
White 4175 Elsa Ch, alithonia, GA 30058, i 
or calf (404) 985-1230. Guests include Lob 
Mer Seviah, Werk Bagley, * 
Kento Uttersbactter, and Mlarie cfavins. 
write fro Marvel Com, abhough Iadnit 3% 
Lie ect We sithing chek conto boaks, Wheel go 
publishes those books about that auful Spidem “| 
Mlan, that reich $ know. 4 
Till nant Moy, this is Wey Parher leaving 
you with a saying I heard a bobby-sorer 2), 
tls cham PB gat dena ‘ 


IY s00 you 


ny ary ole te png” 
SN SSG EDP Posh ef SYP fe TENG Aap h- SRA 
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Pie 
REQUIRED TO 
ESTABLISH AND 
MAINTAIN SUCH 
A PORTAL ARE 
BEYOND THE 
CAPABILITY 
OF ALL SAVE 
Oni 


IF YOU AND HE EMBRACE THIS PATH OF — ; 
DESTINY, CYCLOPS, HE WILL BE LOST TO AND IF I DON’T, 
YOU FOREVER. ) HE'LL BE DEAD. 


AND I CAN'T HELP 
S~] WONDERING IF THAT 
=) WOULDN'T BE THE 


KINDER, GENTLER FATE? 


= VA 7a 


my CYCLOPS, NATHANS 
BIOLOGICAL STATUS 
| /S NEAR TERMINATION. 


FROM THE SOUND OF 
IT, SO IS SHIP'S. AND 
APOCALYPSE'S LAUGH- 
TER SOUNDS A LITTLE 


13 VERGING ON A 
RADICAL DESTABILI- 
ZATION. 


IF A POSITIVE 
DECISION !S 
TO BE MADE... 


mS Ke ‘= 

: \ THERE'S SO 

~\e4 MUCH IT WANT 
NS SN TO SAY. 


MADELYNE I WAS A MUTANT. AND OUR FLIGHT TO 
BORAGORA. AND HOW I FELT WHEN SHE TOLD ME 
ABOUT THE BABY, AND LATER WHEN L HELD HIM 
THE FIRST TIME. 


THE BAD TIMES ARE THERE, TOO, 
BUT THEY AREN'T IMPORTANT. 
ITS THE JOY THAT SPARKLES 
IN MY MIND, AND IN HIS AS 
WELL. 


HE'S SAD, IS 
MY LITTLE SON, 
THE BRAVEST 

OF US ALL- 


BUT HE ISN'T AFRAID-- BECAUSE 
HE KNOWS THIS IS RIGHT. 


Y ar MY, 


THE CELEBRATIONS BEGIN 
ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. 


I DON'T 
JOIN IN. 


wz i 


at 
AN 
“SY 


[Hh .\ NEITHER 

DOES ON 

1 \‘\ \ 
eT 


I’M SORRY FOR YOUR BOY, 
CYCLOPS, I PRAY YOU DID 
THE RIGHT THING. 


i 


LY, : 
: 2, 
= 7 


YZ 
Y 
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LZ, 


Y 


—— 7 | 
\T COMES SO EASILY 
FOR YOU-- LIFE, DEATH, 
DANCING ACROES SPACE 
AND TIME--! 


YOU'RE WRONG, 
SERGEANT. IT HURTS. 
IT ALWAYS WILL, MoRE > 
THAN I CAN PUT 


ia 


BUT THE DREAM 
THAT BOUND US ALL 
TOGETHER-- X-FACTOR, 
AND BEFORE US THE 


AND THE LAUGHTER INSIDE 
MY SKULL IS SILENT, THE 
GHOST-- MAYBE ALL THE 
GHOSTS -- PUT FINALLY TO 
REST. 


I AM : ; ONCE BEFORE, ON THIS VERY SPOT, I BEHELD THE 
CALLED--THE MOMENT WHERE THE ESSENCE OF A YOUNG WOMAN-- ] 
: THE X-MAN, JEAN GREY, THEN CALLED PHOENIX -- 
CAST ASIDE THE MANTLE OF TRUE GOPHOOD, 
PREFERRING INSTEAD THE GREATER GLORY 


IT 1S MY CHARGE f° 
TO OBSERVE WHAT ¥ Z 7 
TRANSPIRES IN THIS E Z AND AGAIN, 
CORNER OF THE : \ A SUPPORTING PLAYER IN COUNTLESS LIVES 
COSMOS, ON AND fi a) HER DRAMA. NOW, THE HUNG IN THE 
ABOUT THIS ORB s+ 7 | Za, CENTER STAGE IS HIS BALANCE. 
CALLED BY ITS R Z f Ue eg E, E 
INHABITANTS, \ . /- 4 S 7 g 
: Pa : f oe AAG, ORCUMSTANCES, 
; é 4 THE SAME 
ESSENTIAL 


AND CYCLOPS, TOO, CHOSE TO SET 
ASIDE HIS DESIRES AND DREAMS -- THE 
PASSIONS AND GUILT AND SHAME -- AND 
TURN INSTEAD TO THE DICTATES OF 
LOVE. TO THINK, NOT OF HIMSELF, 

BUT OF OTHERS. 


[- 

AND BY SO DOING, AT LONG 
LAST MAKE PEACE WITH THE 
INNER DEMONS THAT HAVE TOR- 
MENTED HIM LO ae PAST 

E. 


HE CHOSE HOPE OVER DESPAIR, 
LIFE OVER DEATH. HE FOUND WITHIN 
HIMSELF THE TRUTH OF CHARACTER 
THAT OTHERS ALWAYS RECOGNIZED 
AS MUCH AS HE ALWAYS DOUBTED. 
AND AS A CONSEQUENCE , TIPPED 
F D BALANCE WHOSE ULTIMATE 
CONSEQUENCES EVEN I 
BUT WHATEVER CANNOT FORESEE. 
HAPPENS, WHENEVER, 2 
WHEREVER... AND MARVEL, AS I HAVE 
P <—Yf FROM THE FIRST MOMENT TL 
ve SHALL ENCOUNTERED THIS WILD, 
BE PRESENT STRANGE AND EVER-FASCIN- 
ATING RACE OF BEINGS, WHOSE 
NAME FOR THEMSELVES SUMS 
LP THEIR FINEST ATTRIBUTES 
AND NOBLEST ASPIRATIONS: 


~ 


AT THE MOMENT OF DECISION, 
/ 


